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upsurge in maternal mortality

ATERNAL mortality
has worsened in the
Northern Region
from 69 cases in
2022 to 100 in 2023.

This brought the institutional
maternal mortality rate to 136.7 per
100,000 live births in 2023 compared to -
94.5 per 100,000 live births for the year
2022, with the national target being 125
per 100,000 live births.

The Northern Regional Health
Directorate has consequently expressed
concern about the upsurge in maternal
mortality in the region and called for
deliberate efforts to address the situation.

At the 2023 annual performance
review in Tamale, the Regional Director of
Health Services, Dr Abdulai Abukari,
attributed the phenomenon to inadequate
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For his part, the
Director General of
the Ghana Health
Service (GHS), Dr
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Patrick Kuma Aboagye, reiterated the
GHS's commitment to strengthening the
primary healthcare system to improve
quality service delivery.

He noted that "we can achieve
Universal Health Coverage if we have a
good Primary Health Care (PHC) system,
so improving our PHC system is an
important venture for us”.

He indicated that the country was just
six years away from achieving Universal
Health Coverage (UHC) by 2030 but its
coverage index was hovering around 50

per cent, adding that "this clearly is not
good enough to achieve UHC over the
remaining six years”.

While urging health professionals to
remain focused and discharge their duties
diligently to improve service delivery, Dr
Aboagye called on all stakeholders to join
| forces to address the challenges
| confronting the sector.
| The Northern Regional Minister, Shani
| Alhassan Shaibu, in a speech read on his

"We can achieve
Universal Health
Coverage if we have a
good Primary Health
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behalf by the acting
Chief Director of the
Northern Regional
Coordinating Council,
Sumaila Ewuntoma
Abudu, commended the
directorate for
improving general
health care in the region
in the face of the
numerous challenges.
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