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COALITION of Civil
Society Organisations
(CSO0s) has reiterated
calls for urgent
Presidential assent to

e Anti-Witcheraft Bill

to help protect the aged, particularly

women who are accused of witchcraft

and subjected to inhumane treatment.
The coalition expressed worry about

International Women’s Day which was
on the theme: “Ending Witchcraft
Persecution Advancing Justice,
Inclusion and the Prohibition of
Witchcraft Accusation in Ghana- Fate
of the Anti-Witchcraft Bill”.

Members of the coalition included
Songtaba, Amnesty International
Ghana, Action Aid Ghana, Sanneh
Institute, Legal Resources Centre,
International Alliance Against Witch
Hunts, Women's International League
for Peace and Freedom Ghana, Youth for

Assent to Anti-Witchcraft Bill
to protect aged women

noted that witchcraft
accusations did not only
reflect and perpetuate
stigmatisation and

discriminatory beliefs but

also served as a means of
dehumanising and
marginalising women.

"Ghana is the only
place where physical
facilities have been
developed to shelter
women accused of
witchcraft, mainly found
in the Northern and

North East Regions with a
disproportionate number

fabric of the society, perpetuating.
gender-based violence and denying
women their fundamental rightsto

dignity, security and
* equality.

By enacting thelmw,
she explained thatit
would send a clear
message t0 accusess
that witchcraft

. accusations have e
place in a modem
progressive society.

Anti-Witcheraft

Bill
In August 202,

Parliament of Ghana
passed the Ant-
Witchcraft Bill that
prohibits the practi®®
accusing others of
witchcraft and
criminalisesthe
declaration, accus?
naming or labelliné
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