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¢SA Director Commits To
protecting Digital Rights

, Nafisatu Abdul
B:gﬁfz Janet Odei
gmponsah

E EXECUTIVE Pirector

¢ the Cyber Security
 athority (CSA), Dr.
e t Antwi Boasiako, has
A.lben an assurance of his
E::t:ips commitment to pro-
bt the digital rights of the
A e said, included
the protection of data and
information of the citizenry
in the digital space.

He gave the assurance
on the sidelines at the open-
ing of the 11th edition of the
Digital Rights and Inclusion
Forum held in Accra last

esday.
4 Hel)c(i under theme, "Fos-
tering Rights and Inclusion
in the Digital Age," the aim
of the three-day event was
to provide a platform for
the dissection of issues
related to digital rights and
inclusion as well as chal-
lenges encountered in the
digital space and how to -
address it.

Organised by Paradigm
Initiative (PIN), in collabo-
ration with the Government
of Ghana, the forum
brought together stakehold-
ers from over 60 countries,
including government agen-

cies, civil society organisa-
tions, academia among oth-
ers.

"There is this global dis-
course on the need to bal-
ance cyber security meas-
ures and the right and pro-
tection of citizens. Ghana

as taken some steps in the
last three years to improve
the state of our cyber securi-
ty, which included the pas-
sage of the Cyber Security
Act (Act1038).

"But in all these, we
have taken the need to guar-
antee the rights of citizens,
and Ghana is seen to be a
country that is developing
cyber security measures but
also taking into considera-
tion the protection of the
digital rightS of citizens,"
Dr. Boasiako said.

He also underscored the
need to listen to the views
of civil society organisations
and incorporate their opin-
ions in the development of a
national emergency
response policy to address
existing and emerging prob-

~ lems encountered within

the digital space.

Dr. Boasiako disclosed
that Ghana's internet pene-
tration was more than 70
million, according to statis-
tics.

He explained that cyber
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security penetration was
used to assess the perform-
ance of cyber security of
countries globally, consider-
ing measures such as occu-

pational measures, capacity |

building and international
Cooperation, awareness cre-
ation, and legal measures.

Dr. Boasiako also com-
mended the government for
the suEport given the CSA
over the past years, as the
country continues to make
steady progress in the area
of cyber security, according
to International Telecommu-
nication Union (ITU) Cyber-
security Index.

For his part, the Execu-
tive Director of PIN, Mr.
‘Gbenga Sesan, noted that it
was important for African
governments to build digi-
tal transformation pro-

. grammes, including the

development of policies to
help address the issue of
digital divide and promote
digital inclusion.

The Board Vice Chair of
Paradigm Initiative, Dr.
Aida Opoku-Mensah, in her
opening remarks, urged all
stakeholders to remain
steadfast in their commit-
ment to advance digital
rights and inclusion, while
embracing diversity of
thoughts and perspectives.
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Speakers in agroup photograph after the fon;t::n . a




