By Jennifer Ambolley

erenice Owen-Jones, the

Australian High Commis-

sioner to Ghana has em-
phasized the critical role of global
organizations in sustaining dia-
logues on women's participation
in conflict resolution and peace-
building efforts.

Delivering a speech at a forum
on the participation of Women in
Peace and Security in West Africa,
Berenice Owen-Jones emphasized
the need for stakeholders to con-
tinue to share knowledge and ex-
pertise on advancing the
involvement towards global efforts
in combating conflicts.

Berenice Owen-Jones reasoned
that women are the most affected
during wars and conflict and there-
fore it is imperative that they be-
come active participants in steps
towards the resolve of such issues.

“In times of conflicts and crisis,
the imperative to implement the
women peace and security agenda
heightens and we know that conver-

sations and resources, accountabil-
ity and persistence are needed to
ensure the equal and full participa-

‘Dialogues on women'’s participation

in conflict resolution must be sustained’

tion of women in peace and security
initiatives. We should continue to
build upon our shared experiences,

knowledge and networks to further

that goal,” she said. _

She further outlined the policy
interventions by the Australian gov-
ernment to upscale the participation
of women in peacebuilding efforts.

She noted that the country has
historically supported the 3. -
United Nations and other
organizations in pursuing
and executing actions that
will create the platform
for women to take active _
stage in the conflict reso- } :
lution efforts.

*“We work with civil
society organizations and
the UN to ey=ure that in-
ternational actions and
commitments to peace
and security and the pro-
gressive principle resolu-
tion 1325 reflects the
principles, needs and roles
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of women and girls in fragile con-
flict and post-conflict situations.
“Through our foreign policy and
aid program, Australia has given
priority integrating a gender per-
spective into global peace and secu-
rity. Australia’s actions to
implementing these commitments
across governments are guided by
our second

women peace and security for 2021.
It’s an ambitious long-term strategy
in support of meaningful concrete
outcomes that improve the lives of
women and girls globally.
“Australia is a staunch supporter
of global efforts such as the women
peace and humanitarian funds and
the UN women's global facility on
women peace and security that un-
S 13. dertake a range of impor-
Lty tant activities.” she added.

Levinia Addae-

s Mensah, the Programme
Director and Deputy Exec-
utive Director of West
Africa Network for Peace-
building (WANEP) high-
lighted the efYorts by her
0 outfit to improve the wel-

. fare of women and girls in
- the sub-region.

She outlined
some of the actions and
strategies implemented by
WANEP which has pro-
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participation of women in matters
of peacebuilding and security in the
sub-region.

“Women and girls issues are of
huge importance to WANEP and
since its establishment in 1999,
WANEP has over the last quarter of
acentury remained resolutely com-
mitted to women peace and security
agenda through the our women and
peacebuilding networking program
and since 2015 our program re-
ferred to as the women, peace and
security networking program dedi-
cated exclusively to young girls.

“WANEDP has invested signifi-
cant resources in capacity building,
facilitating dialogue platforms. The
discussion provides a platform for
policy makers, academics and civil
society and other stakeholders to
come together, share insight and
formulate recommendations to sup-
port the meaningful participation of
women and girls in peacebuilding
and conflict prevention initiatives,”

she said. CM K [_



