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Infant

Mortality Decline

y Jamila Akweley
B tciri

GHANA Health Serv-
jce (GHS) has :?cor.\'!ed a
- sicant decline in
infant mortality from 2014
3 zgiz':ecmr General GHS,
Dr. Patrick Kurm.!-Aboagye,
who made the disclosure
said the infant mortality
rate for Ghana in 2022 stood
at 28 deaths-per-1,000 live™
births, a 32% decline from
the 2014 figure of 41 deaths
per 1,000 live births.

He attributed the
decline to the compneh_en—
sive package of health inter-
vmﬁons for d'lildr?n,
including vaccination,

wth monitoring, bed net
distribution, de-worming
and counseling sessions.

Tt is an undeniable fact
that immunization has
played a critical role in this
achievement,” he said.

He made the announce-
meent at the launch of the
2024 African Vaccination

* and Child Health Promo-
tion Week in Accra themed,
“Healthy Childhood: Invest
In Your Child for a Better
Future”.

Deputy Program Man-
ager of the Expanded Pre-
gram on Immunization
(EP1), GHS, Naziru Tanko
Mohammed, said the coun-
try currently administered

- 1 vaccines against 14 VPDs
in routine immunization.

He added that the EPI
was considering establish-
ing mobile vaccination cen-
tres in markets and public
places to reach out to more
children in urban centres.

He said although there
is a significant coverage of
childhood vaccines, there
were some inequalities in
peri-urban and urban dis-
tricts.

He said in urban dis-
tricts like Ga Central,
Ablekuma, Oforikrom,
Kwabrim, Prampram
among others, parents hard-

i]," ms"éﬁlemd the vaccina-

tion schedules for their chil-
dren.

"If you received only
one dose of a vaccine which
is to be administered in four
doses, your chi
-— |be atrisk," he wai
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aging such parents to
ensure their children com-
pleted the process,

Chief of Staff, Mrs, Ako-
sua Frema Qsej re, who
li‘iunc-hed the childhood vac-
cination week, said from the
moment of birth, vaccines
played a critical role in safe-
guarding the survival of
newborns and infants,

_ “Through the routine
immunization schedule, the-

- ‘country provides protection

against diseases such as

Tuberculosis, Diphtheria,

Pertussis, Measles, Polio,
Meningitis, Yellow Fever,
Tetanus, among others,” she
said.

- Mrs. Opare said vacci-
nation ensures that the
youngest and most vulnera-
ble population was shielded

_ from dangerous diseases.

"Early vaccinations lay
the foundation for a lifetime
of health and well-being,
setting the stage for future
growth and development of
a child," she said.

She therefore called on
the public to support the
national vaccination efforts

saying, "vaccination is not
just an individual responsi-
bility...it is a collective
endeavor that benefits soci-
ety. By achieving high vac-
cination coverage across all
age groups, we create herd
immunity."

The Chief of Staff said
the concept of herd immu-
nity underscored the
importance of investing in -

-immunization to save lives

and prevent outbreaks and
that every family, group,
and organisation had a
stake in immunization and
other child health interven-
tions. Z ‘
The event also wit-
fessed the launch of two
documents; Vaccine Relat-
ed Events Response Plan
and the National COVID-
19 Vaccine Integration Plan
(NACVIP).

It is envisaged that the
plan of action would serve

-as the reference material

and guide for all health sec-
tor stakeholders in its
implementation and the
strengthening of the whole
health system.
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