1 i€ Farliamentary Candidate for Manhyia

Prempeh made an appearance before the NEC and

TTTTVYY DTSV VIV S IVUVLIIIOULIVLL V1HIGH 11 I, pJau IuL

ism and demonstrable incorruptibility,” Kodua

@ UlU LUIICAULIVE CICLOTAL VICTOTY 0N the /th ot

December 2024, by the-grace of Almighty Allah.”

e Ghana Cocoa Board (CO-
COBOD) has secured a

USS$100 million financing facil-

ity from the World Bank to rehabili-
tate old farms across six cocoa
growing districts in the country.

'Ihebeneﬁcnarycoooagmwmgdls-
tricts of the project include Assin Fosu,
New Edubiase, Nkawkaw and Juaso.

The four-year project would support
the cutting down of cocoa trees, whieh
have lived 20 years and above, land
preparations and the provision of plant-
ing materials, including seedlings and
suckers.

Mr Joseph Boahen Aidoo, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO), COCOBOD,
made this disclosure in an interview with
Jjournalists, as part of a field trip to some
farms in Assin Fosu in the Central Re-
gion on Thursday, July 4,2024. -+

The visit was to assess the work of
extension officers and govemment inter-
ventions to farmers, while educating and
sénsitising them on best practices to in-
crease cocoa yields.

He explained that though the trees
that would be cut down were not dis-

COCOBOD grabs US$100m from

World Bank to rehabilitate cocoa farms.-

eased, they had outlived their lifespan,
with some being more than 30 years,
making them become ‘Moribund’ trees.
“Once cocoa hits 20 years and
above, it has spent its life span and from
that stage, you realise that it bears no
fruits, no pods and the flowers don’t

come, yet the farmer would be maintain-

ing such a farm, and this is not produc-
tive,” he said.

That, Boahen Aidoo said required
rehabilitation, which once done, would
help rejuvenate the farms, leading to in-
creased production.

He stated that COCOBOD would
support the beneficiary farmers with
plantain suckers, labour for planting, and
provide them with extension officers to
educate and assist them with the man-
agement of their farms for optimum
yields.

He noted that should the farmers be
provided with seedlings without any
other assistance, it would be difficult for
them to do the work on their respective

farms and achieve the expected out-
come.

“We went to one farm, and they
were doing 30 hectares. If you cut the
trees from this 30-hectare land, and you
want the farmer to provide plantain suck-
ers within one year, they cannot. That’s
why we’re supporting them,” he said.

He noted that Ghana had imple-
mented a similar project, with,support
from the African Development Bank
(AfDB), under the Cocoa Rehabilitation
Programme, which focused on ending
Cocoa Swollen Shoot Virus Disease
(CSSVD).

During the field visit and durbar,
farmers called on the government to ex-
pedite efforts in constructing roads in
cocoa growing areas to support carting
of produce after harvesting and reduce
post-harvest losses.

They also called for more extension
officers, noting that the training and as-
sistance provided by the officers had
been helpful in their farming activities.

Nana Kweku Appotoi IV, Aboabo-

hene, Assin Nyankomase, bemoaned the »

deplorable roads in almost all cocoa
growing communities in Assin Fosu,
urging COCOBOD to spearhegd actions
to put the roads in shape.

While committing to ensuring that
cocoa farms were not taken over by ille-
gal miners, he urged-the farmers to ad-
here to best practices and extend the
knowledge réceived to farmers who
could not attend the event.

Addressing the concems of farmers,’
Boahen Aidoo said, the government, fol-
lowing the hikes in cocoa prices would
see to the allocation of funds to fix de-
plorable roads in cocoa growing com-
munities. 1

He adwised farmers not to grow
cocoa in sandy and clay soils, stop burm-
ing weeds and selling branches of cocoa
trees to be used as firewood, instead,
leave them on their farms to serve as

mulch.
He also cautioned them against the

use of harmful weedicides, like ‘round
up,” and glyphosate (commonly known
as ‘condemn’), and use materials like
poultry manure on their farms.

- The weedicides, he said, contained

" acid and other chemicals, which were
- harmful to the cocoa and other plants,

killed microorganisms and made soils to
lose their essential nutrients, thereby, re-
ducing crop yields.

On their part, the COCOBOD CEO
said, since 2020 they had procured about
100,000 motorised stashers and pruners,
to help clear cocoa farms and increase
production, urging farmers to access
them from various district offices.

Regarding extension officers, he said

. COCOBOD had increased the officers-

to-farmers ration from the previously
one-to-three thousand to one-to-600, al-
most meeting the Food and Agriculture
Organisation’s (FAQ) intemaional stan-
dard of one extension officer-to-500
farmers.
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