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HANA has reccived a toral of $155
' }miilior\ 1o help restore the country’s
degraded coastal areas.

The funding package comprises $150 mil-
lion in financial support and an addivonal §5
million grant, aimed at mitigating the impact
of natural and human-induced disasters on
Ghana's coastal communities.

The Programme Leader of World Bank for
West Africa, Mrs Naila Ahmed, disclosed this
in Accra yesterday at the West Africa Coastal
Areas (WACA) Resilience Project launch 1L,

Onrganised by the MESTI the project is

aimed at reducing coastal erosion in the coastal |

areas of Ghana.

The launch was attended by representa-
tives from World Bank , WACA, Ministry of
Finance (Mol), Civil Society Organisations
(CSOs), MESTI, the Ministry of Lands and
Natural Resources (MLNR) .

Mrs Ahmed said that Ghana'’s 5.5 million
coastal residents faced significant challenges as

80 per cent of the coastine was highly vulner-
able to erosion and flooding adding that this
challenge was very disheartening

She said that the first phase of the WACA
project had benefited 27,000 houscholds who
were now less cxposed to coastal erosion and
floodin,

“Over 27,000 hectares of narural habitar
in the coastal zone has been restored. 4,200
people have benefited from social sub-projects
with 75 per cent of them being women,” she
said,

The Programme Leader said while the chal-
lenges facing coastal communitics arc signifi-
cant, they could be achieved through collective
action.

“By working together, we can build a
resilient and sustainable future for our coastal
communitics, protecting livebhood

| Africa were affected every w

| driven by high resilience and nanural resources,

Ghana receives $155m WB support to restore degraded coastal areas

coastal erosion, floading and polluton adding
that the inancal support would help micgase

coastal cnises in the country.

*“Thesc coastal disasters threaren the

| physical indscape and destabilise our coastal

community’s socio-economic resources. The
sitmation along the coast of Ghana has further
been cxacerbated by chimarte change and this

| menace cannot be underestmared.” she said

She said that challenges ke flooding under-
mined spending on educaton, health, chimate
and other developmennl priorines, thereby

| weakening the bvebhoods of mulbons of coast- |

al dependent houscholds.
“In a country with an economy histonally

CCOsys-

| tems, and infrastructure from the impacts of

climate change and coastal crosion,” she said,
The Minister of Environment, Science,

Technology, and Innovaton (MESTT), Mrs

Ophelia Mensah-Hayford, confirmed the

| receipt of the funds.

aging Ghana's coastal zone environment
is crucial for sustainable development and
climate resilience,” she said.
The minister said that the project soaghe
to integrate the actvites of countmes and
regional institutions to achieve transforma-

| nonal and sustanable change n coastal zone

environment.

Mrs Mensab-Hagford sad that at the regon
1l level, the project created a dynamic space for
coastal countries and partners to share knowl-
edge and cxpertise and improve thear assers 10
fimance w set common pnonoes and harmon-
isc policies for cross-bonder investment.

“By harncssing the expernse and resources

of vanous instrtonons, we can enhance collab-
oranon and & dhapl

of cfforts and conserve cur hmited nanonal
resources for other development inmatives,”
she sud.

On his part, Chicf Director of MNLR,
Prof. Pamick K. Agbcsinvale, said that some
sectors of the ministnes in the country woald

| provide cssennal technical support o WACA

to help make the project a success.

“These msututions will provide essential
technical support, while the coastal avil sociery
organisanons represented here wall ensure ac-
fve partapanon and community engagement
from the benchicary communioes,” he said.



