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Affirmative Action:

Passage of bill won'’t
create tokemsm
'— Minister

By Dickson Worlanyo Dotse

the competence and
ingenuity of Ghanaian
wommen to serve in higher places of
authority.

She stated that since the Affirmation
Action Gender Equity Bill 2024 was
passed by parliament last month, some
individuals had raised concerns that it
would create a system of tokenism

.where the number of women in
+~ decision-making would increase as a

symbolic effort to merely give the
appearance of sexual or racial equality
within a workforce.

Ms Newman intimated that recent
data had revealed a significant increase

ofwomenmmale-dommatedfieldsand .

courses at higher education levels
making them more than qualified to
hold positions at higher decision-
making levels across the board.

“Alot of people have raised issues
about tokenism and the fact that we are
just putting women, I mean, round pegs
in square holes or square pegs in round
holes. I want to assure the people of
Ghana that the women in this country
are qualified. And so, it is not going to be
a matter of tokenism,” she said.

. “We are all aware of the input
women make into the Ghanaian society.
And I would like to assure them, this is
not just a matter of taking people who
are qualified and putting them in
positions,” she added.

Ms Newman, who is the Member of
Parliament for Okaikoi South, was
speaking at the Minister’s Press
Briefing organised by the Minister of
Information to provide updates on the
Ghana School Feeding Programme and .
the Affirmative Action (Gender Equity)

Act,2024.

The Minister iterated that when
assented into legislation, it would
promote a progressive increase and
active participation of women in public
and active life from a minimum of 30 to
50 per cent by 2030 in accordance with
the requirements of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

She noted that “even though we still
had a long way to go to achieve gender
parity due to some underlying
sociocultural tendencies the billwas a_

i lot of people asking, has the President
| signed it? And I would like to inform

everybody here that it hasn't gotten to
the President yet. I met with the Head of
Legislation,” she said.

“He's still tidying up a few things on
the bill, on the Act,actually. And once
he's done tidying it up, then it can be
sent to the President for his assent. And
o, at this point in time, it is not to say
the President hasn't signed it, it is not
with him yet. It will soon,” she added.
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