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THI‘ Minustry of Lands and Natural
Resources, on behalf of the Forestry
Commission, has signed a Letter of Intent
with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) government
for the grant of $30,000,000.00 to provide addi-
nonal/alternatve ivelihood support to forest fringe
communites.

It is meant as an mcentive for them o engage in
enhanced forest protecoon, forest restoration and
reforesaton and forms part of efforts by the gov-
ernment to achieve biodversity and chimate objec-
uves under the Resibent Ghana Package launched at
COP28 in Dubau, last vear.

In 2022, at COP 27 in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt,
the President, Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Ad-
do, and the then Brinsh Pnme Minister Rishi
Sunak, launched the Forest and Climate Leaders’
Partnership (FCLP) as a new polincal forum that
bangs together governments and partners to work
together w implement solutons thar reduce forest
loss, increase restoration, and support sustainable
development

Subsequendy, at COP 28 in Dubai, Ghana
launched her Resilient Ghana Package for nature,
chimate, and people, under the FCLP.

The Resiient Ghana package includes an
integrated system-wide suite of mnterventons to
help halt and reverse forest loss while delivering
sustainable development and promoting inclusive
rural rransformaton.

It is underpinned by three key pillars, namely na-
ture-based industnalisation and rural development;
future-fit green jobs and livelihoods; and scaling

chmate ambiton.

At the launch of the package in Dubai, several

countries pledged their support to the Resilient

Ghana Package. UAE, the COP28 Presidency, as

| part of its commitment to contribute funds to tar-
| get deforestation and biodiversity loss, committed

to invest $30,000,000.00 to enhance Ghana’s efforts
towards halting and reversing deforestation and
forest degradation by 2030.

This was followed by several engagements
between the two countries to unlock the necessary
funding to support the Package.

And last Friday, on the sidelines of the United
Natons Climate Week in New York, the Minis-
ter for Lands and Natural Resources, Samuel A.
Jinapor, MP, on behalf of Ghana, and the UAE
Minister for Climate Change and Environment, Dr
Amna Al Dahak Al Shamsi, in the presence of the
UAE Climate Change High-Level Champion for
COP28 and President of the International Union

| for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Razan Khalifa

Al Mubarak, on behalf of the Government of

*Mr Samuel A. Jinapor and Dr Al
Dahak interacting at the programme

Ghana secures $30m UAE grant

...under Resilient Ghana Package to achieve biodiversity and climate objectives

| UAE, signed a Lerter of Intent to provide up o

$30,000,000.00 to implement the biodversity and
climate objectives of the Resilient Ghana Package
and REDD+ Strategies.

Speaking after the signing ceremony, Mr Jinapor
reiterated the government’s commitment to devel-
oping strategies to restore habitats, protect endan-
gered species, and promote resilient ecosystems.

He noted that though the challenges were
daunting, through collaboration and a shared
vision, Ghana can pave the way towards sustainable
solutions that benefit not only the country, but the
entire global communiry.

He expressed his deep appreciation to the gov-
ernment of the UAE and all those who have been
involved in the negonations and discussions that led
to the signing of the agreement, adding that Ghana
would develop the necessary strategies 1o achieve
the objectives of the Resilient Ghana Package.

On her part, Dr Al Dahak lauded Ghana for her
leadership on forest and narure-based solunons to

climate change

Commennng on the partnershup, she sasd “Owar
partnership with Ghana 1 3 testament to the UAE's
clirmate, and devel
opment goals. It underscores our commutment to
the UAE consensus which calls for the endmg and
reversal of deforestanon by 23 and mghhghes

the importance of protecnon and preservason of

focus on gdobal baodiversas

brodversity.

Our investment mn Ghana will not only bolsier
the country’s afforestanon cfforts but wall also cre
ate 2 broader posinve impact on local communines.
By backing a comprehensive set of imnatives aimed
at forest protecnon and enhancement, we aim o
strengthen local bivebhoods and foster greater com-
munity engagement,” she sasd

Detoresmanon remams one of the maor drvers
of climate change. Berween 201 and 2015, Ghana

| lost some 209,034 ha of forcsss, represennng a de
| forestanion mate of about 019 per cent per annum.

This was drven prmanly by agncultaral cxpan
son, dlegal loggnng, and small scale muning, As
Ghana 5 onc of the workds forest-nich countnes
and 2nd largest producer of (forest-dependent)
cocon, the deforestamon rae represented a magor
challenge for achicvement of the Pans Agreement,
as well as global supply chans. Ghana's efforts o
tackle deforesmnon have resulted n a 48 per cent
improvement i the hagh torest 2one since 2017,

Through strascgies such 15 the Resibent Ghana
Package and REDD+ Progrmme, Government
seeks to scale up cfforts w halt and reverse forest
loss and forest degradanon by 2030, m accordance
with the Glasgow Leaders” Declaranon of Forest
Loss and Land Use.
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