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NHIA Releases
GH¢200m To
Health Facilities

* As National Free Dialysis Starts

A Daily Guide Report

THE NATIONAL Health
Insurance Authority
(NHIA) has announced the
release of GH¢200 million
for the payment of claims
to health facilities nation-
wide. The amount covers
claims submitted and vet-
ted for the months of Sep-
tember and October 2024,

The NHIA's prompt
payments regime, intro-
duced earlier this year, has
been instrumental in main-
taining a debt-free status for
2024, ensuring timely reim-
bursement toiealthcane
providers across the country.

This latest payment
brings the total amount
released by the NHIA over
the last two months to
GHc1 billion, underscoring
the Authority’s ongoing
commitment to supporting
healthcare providers and
ensuring the sustainability
of the National Health
Insurance Scheme (NHIS).
Free Dialysis Begins

The NHIA also
announced the official com-
mencement of the national
free dialysis programme on
December 1, 2024, in NHIA-
credentialed facilities.

All participating facili-
ties have received letters of
commencement, ensuring
the smooth implementation
of this critical service.

Of the 40 facilities
involved, 20 are ready to
start providing free d)i'alysis
services on December 1,
2024, while the others are
still preparing to come on
board.

This initiative follows a
successful six-month pilot
phase, and is set to benefit
approximately 1,200

atients nationwide. The
ree dialysis programme is
estimated to cost GH¢57
million annually.

Each eligible patient will
receive eight dialysis ses-
sions per month at any pri-
vate or public NHIA-cre-
dentialed facility, at a cost of
GH¢491 per session. As was
done during the pilot phase,
should any patient be
charged for dialysis servic-
es, the facility will be
required to refund the full
amount to the patient.

To enhance this initia-
tive, the government, in
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Enrlnemhip with the World
ank, has secured 45 dialy-
sis machines nationwide.

Seven of these machines
have already been deliv-
ered, 23 are currently being
cleared, and 15 additional
machines have been
ordered. Each batch of 15
machines comes with 2,000
sets of consumables,
totalling 6,000 sets for the
entire 45 machines.

The programme is being
rolled out in collaboration
with a range of stakehold-
ers, including 40 facility
heads, dialysis unit leaders,
the Private Health Associa-
tion, and the leadership of
the Dialysis Patient Group.

The NHIA expressed its
gratitude for the dedication
and cooperation of health-
care providers, stakehold-
ers, and patient leaders who
have played a crucial role in
the successful pilot and the
national rollout of the free.
dialysis programme,

“The NHIA remains
committed to ensuring the
availability of quality
healthcare services for all
Ghanaians, and we will con-
tinue to work collaborative-
ly with all partners to build
a sustainable and efficient
healthcare system,” it said.

Koforidu
Gay For [

BY Charles Takyi-Boadu

THE ENTIRE Koforidua
township was lit on Satur-
day evening.

This was when Vice
President Mahamudu Bawu-
mia and members of his
campaign team stormed the
area.

Even before Dr. Bawu-
mia arrived there, the entire
township had been covered
with the blue, white and red
colours of the ruling New
Patriotic Party (NPP), with
every inch of space covered
by over enthusiastic party
supporters who had taken
over the streets and pave-
ments.

From the streets of
Jumapo where he met and
greeted people, through
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