Gender

Women call for support
to bridge gender gap

From Kwadwo Baffoe
Donkor, WA

ARTICIPANTS in
gender advocacy

'and mentorship

workshop have

called fora

deliberate
approach to support rural
women to have access to
production resources to
improve on their livelihoods as
part of the solutions to gender
equality.

They bemoaned some
cultural practices that have
accentuated gender inequality
in their communities and
noted those practices have over
the years inhibited women
from contributing effectively to

the development of their
communities.

They consequently called on
all the stakeholders to be
gender sensitive in their
decision-making and to ensure
that the needs of all segments
of the population were taken
into consideration.

Suppression

Speaking at a day’s training
workshop organised by
Innovation for Sustainable
Rural Development (ISRuDev),
a community-based
organisation working in the
Wa West district, the
participants believed that some
of the cultural practices
seemed to suppress womien

| and restrict their rights and

ambitions.

|+ The participants in the meeting with the resource persons -

The participants, who were
all women drawn from 12
operational communities of
ISRuDev, cited the example of
access to fertile lands and
tractor services saying women
were mostly allocated lands
deemed not fertile when they
wanted to go into farming and
also had to wait for men to
finish ploughing their land
before being allowed to use
services of the tractors as some
of the practices that were
unfair to women.

Again, they said even
though most women have their
own farms, they still have to
help their men on their farms
before attending to theirs.

Other challenges faced by
women particularly in rural
areas included access to
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that works with women, he
said it was important that the
women lead the charge to
effectively advocate for their
groups.

He was hopeful that the
women would go back to their
communities and train their
group members in what they
had learned in order to serve as
change agents in their
community.
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| Solution

| she said gender equality

| could be promoted through

| active awareness creation,

| “active because it has l?een

‘ ongoing but we are trying to
put more action intoit. ‘_
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' behaviour and practicesand it

1 policy to be more favourable

|| towards the woman.”




