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Livestock market provides
~ employment for 80k

g /o A5

Ashaiman Livestock Market, the
largest livestock market in West
A'frica, as part of government’s
commitment to the implementation
| of the Livestock Development Proj-
| ect (LAP).
I The LAP Project intends to boost
H meat and dairy production, especially
| of cattle, piggery and small ruminants
| arming. introducing better breeds and
establishing capacity-building centers
to enhance meat and dairy production.
He announced that feasibifity stud-
ies have been completed and design
| works are currently underway, mark-
ing significant progress towards the

he Minister for Food and
Agriculture, Eric Opoku, has
_ paid a working visit to the
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N The leader of the cattle market addressing the Agric Minister
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realisation of the project.

The Minister reaffirmed govern-
ment’s resolve to support and develop
the Ashaiman Livestock Market, em-
phasising its strateg ic role in the live-
stock value chain and providing
employment opportunities to over
80.000 people,

He assured traders that the Min-
istry would actively engage the leader-
ship of the Livestock Traders
Association in all decisions affecting
the market to ensurc: that interventions
deliver maximum inpact in fulfill-
ment of the campaigin pledge by Presi-
dent John Dramani Vahama to

- develop the Ashaiman Livestock Mar-

ket
The Minister underscored the im-
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Minister Eric Opohu bing conducted round the muarket
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portance of security and announced
the provision of fifty (50) streetlights
to enhance night-time safety and com-
mended the Inspector-General of Po-
lice for the establishment of security
posts within the market to protect
lives, goods, and services.

On sanitation, Mr Eric Opoku an-
nounced the provision of a Tricycle to
support routine cleaning activities. He
further disclosed ongoing engage-
ments with fertilizer manufacturers to
explore the use of cow dung from the
market, as a raw material for fertilizer
production, thereby creating value
from waste.

Additionally, he revealed discus-
sions with the Municipal Chief Execu-
tive (MCE), Samuel Tetteh Kwashie

Some of the animals at the market

~ people -Agric Minister

Morton, on the procurement of a pay-
loader for the market.

As an interim measure, he an-
nounced a GHS 30,000.00 support
package to enable the Assembly to
hire equipment for immediate cleaning
of the market yard pending the acqui-
sition of the machine.

The visit reaffirmed government’s
commitment to improving infrastruc-
ture, sanitation, security, and stake-
holder collaboration to enhance the
operations and long-term sustainabil-
ity of the Ashaiman Livestock Market.

In his welcoming remarks, the
General Secretary of the Ghana Na-
tional Livestock Breeders and Traders
Association (GLIBTA), Sheikh Issah
Amartey, expressed appreciation to the

minister for the visit, noting that it was |

the first time in over sixty (60) years
of the market’s existence that a sitting
state official or a Minister for Food
and Agriculture had visited the facility.

He highlighted key challenges af-
fecting the smooth operation of the
market. particularly issues related to
animal and public health arising from
poor environmental conditions at the
mini slaughter slab, animal watering
points, and within the main cattle mar-
ket.

Sheikh Issah also raised concerns
about inadequate security fortraders
and animals. In this regard, he ap-
pealed for the provision of a payloader
to support sanitation activities, inclu-
sion of the association in the supply of
livestock and livestock products for
government programs, improvement
in market infrastructure and manage-
ment through the deployment of a
Market Information System (MIS) and
strengthened animal health service de-
livery within the market.




