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By Jennifer Ambolley

he Bank of Ghana, the Na-
TtionalldentiﬁcationAu- ,

thority and global fintech
industry players have called for
stronger integration of digital
identity, payment systems and fi-
nancial infrastructure to acceler-
ate Ghana’s transition into a fully
connected digital cconomy,

The call was made during a
nigh-icvel panel discussion at the
2026 31 Alrica Summit in Accra
under the scssion theme “One Na-
tion, Onc ID, Infinitc Possibilities:
Leveraging National Digital ID for
s Conncecied Digital Economy.”

The scssion examined some of
the toughcst governance questions
surrounding digital public infra-
siructure (DPI), including owner-
ship, intcroperability, regulation,
access and the role of governments
and private firms in shaping the fu-
wre digital cconomy.

Modcrating the discussion,
Lorita Akuctich of the Bank of
Ghana said recent public cxcitement
over falsc reports claiming the
Ghana Card had been linked di-
reetly to payment systems showed
that citizens increasingly desire
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seamless digital services.

“It tells us that citizens arc
ready and imagining a future
where identity, payments and
services can all merge,” She
stated. -

Dr. Fred Bedzrah, Deputy
Executive Sccretary of the Na-
tional Identification Authority,
described the Ghana Card as
more than a physical identifi-
cation card, insisting that it
should be viewed as founda-
tional cconomic infrastructurc,
“We should look at the Ghana
Card beyond the plastic card
we hold,” he said.

According 1o him, the
Ghana Card provides the trusted
identity layer necded for sccurc
transactions and scrvice delivery
across the digital cconomy. “It an-
swers the question: Are you who
you claim to be?” he explained.

Dr. Bedzrah noted that once a
strong digital identity framework is
established, opportunitics emerge
for intcpgrated payments, digital
commerce, stronger anli-money
laundering systems and broader fi-
nancial inclusion. “Once identity 1s
established strongly, the possibili-
ties arc infinite,” he stressed.

He further disclosed that the

Ghana Card already possesses an c-
moncy capability that could poten-
tially support payment transactions
in future. “The Ghana Card has an
c-moncy profile, which can be acti-
vated at any time,” he revealed.

However, he cautioned that inte-
grating identity and payment sys-
tcms into onc platform must be
approached carcfully to avoid creat-
ing systemic risks. “We have to bal-
ance risk, confidence and
innovation,” he added.

Dominic Owusu, Director of
Currency Management at the Bank
of Ghana, stressed that despite the
rapid cvolution of digital public in-
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frastructure, central banks must
remain at the core of currency
issuance and seftlement sys-
tems.

According to him, while gov-
ernments should provide trusted
public infrastructure and regu-
lation, private {irms should con-
tinuc leading innovation and
customer-facing scrvices. “The
public infrastructurc brings
trust and the private sector
brings innovation,” he stated.

Mr. Owysu maintained that
the rcspoisibilily for issuing
and rede¢ming currency must
remain with the central bank re-
gardless of [uture digital fi-
nance developments. “The central
bank must always remain at the
core,” he stressed.

e also argued that digital infra-
structure systems must remain open
and interoperable to prevent mo-
nopolistic control and encourage in-
novation across the ccosystem.

According to him, scttlement
systems must also remain properly
regulated to preserve public confi-
dence and financial stability as digi-
tal transactions cxpand.

Karim Dia, Senior Mobile
Moncy Regulatory Specialist at the
GSMA, also stressed the impor-
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tance of collaboration between go
crnments and private scclor opera-
tors.

Mr. Dia noted that government
should focus on trusted infrastruc-
turc and regulation while privale
companies drive innovation, cus-
tomer reach and scrvice delivery.

Michacl Wallis-Brown, Vice
President for Payments and Bank-
ing at FIS Global, highlighted the
growing global convergence be-
tween digital identity and financial
scervices.

Drawing cxamples {rom Singa-
pore, Iistonia and Scandinavian
countrics, hc said digital identity
systems arc increasingly becoming
central to banking, payments and -
online commerce.

He further described Afnica as
uniquely positioned to leapfrog tra
ditional financial systems because
of its highly mobilc and digitally
connected population.

“Africa is positioned perfecetly
to leapfrog into the next generatior
of digital commerce,” he said.

Mr. Wallis-Brown, however,
warned that technology alonce woul
not guarantee success without the
right policy environment. ““Techno!
ogy is the casy part. Policy is the
hard part,” he stressed.




