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Gender-responsive flood policies needed
to prot:ct women, children —ACURPIG

From Biiya Mukusah Ali,
SUNYANI

education and daily lives.

Greatest challenges

‘For children, Ms Nyarko
said, the consequences extend

| beyond the immediate danger

urban planning and decision-
making processes was
essential to building resilient

SRS — She said the recent flooding = posed by rising waters. communities.
HE African | in Accra had once again ' . she called for strict
Centre for Urban | highlighted the Emotional trauma enforcement of planning and
Resilience | disproportionate impact of She said flooding often buxldmg laws, protection and
Planning and climate-related disasters on | resulted in school closures, restoration of wedand; and
Inclusive | women and children, who | destruction of books and watercourses, prevention of
Governance | often faced the greatest learning materials, increased development in ﬂpod-prone
(ACURPIG) has called for | challenges during emergencies | - exposure to waterborne areas and greater investment
gender-responsive climate and | and recovery efforts. ) 11 diseas.es such as cl?olera and 5 in climate-resilient urban
urban planning policiesand | While floods affect entire typhoid, and emotional - Gifty Nyarko infrastructure.

initiatives to protect women
and children, who are hardest

| communities, women and

children often suffer the most

| trauma that could affect their

well-being.

Director of AC

Ms Nyarko called for
collective action involving

: . : severe consequences,"” she said. | Ms Nyarko said in severe , government agencies,
E;toz;}; Ry SRy Ms Nyarko explained that | cases, children might suffer t co;;:sequlences d that th | traditional authoritiezs,
According to her, women women were frequently left injuries, displacement, family s Nyarko s?ressg at the I. dfa\{elopers, communities and

anid children continued to bear | With the responsibility of separation and even loss of life. Conseqfuenc‘:t;es ofsuchactions | citizens to address the root

the brunt of flooding, with protecting children, caring for She said flooding should \évjere olten ornel . | causes of flooding and

many losing homes the sick and elderly, securing not be viewed solely as an sproportionately by women | safeguard vulnerable
livelihoods educatic;nal food and water, salvaging environmental challenge but and children. . | populations.

ety i : She urged policymakers to “The true m £
opportunities and access to | hous.eh_old belopgl{lgs ?nd also as a planning, gormmance | o 3 "The true measure of a
essanbisl servicesiwhefieven rebuilding family livelihoods and development control issue, | Ptégrate gender ) | resilient city is not the height
disaster struck. after disasters. "The truth is that every CODSIdefaUOI}S into C!lmate of its buildings or the width of
The Executive Director of "Women traders are also unauthorised development in 3d:Pti{U0n, d‘lisaslt)er risk . its drains, but how well it
ACURPIG, Gifty Nyarko, told among the hardest hit,as ] watercourses, wetland ;;i;:gggs in urban tlfxlatngng protects its people, especially
the Daily Graphic that flooding floodwaters often destroy their | destroyed, tree cut down, needs and e° e:ﬁi:;‘::es af e ‘ women and children,” she
laced a heavier burden on goods, wipe out working drainage reservation occupied d’?iﬁ ol said.

P dkia h capital and disrupt businesses | and planning regulation women and children were

e rer:i,w © that serve as the primary ignored contributes to future adequately addressed. . Writer's email:
GHEDHaned irichedeh source of income for their flood disasters," she said. . MsNyarko said the actve biiya.ali@graphic.com.gh
economic hardship, health households” involvement of women in l

risks and disruptions to their : ) environmental management, |

“



