Vehicle Emission Levy Implementation Begij,

A-Daily Guide Report

THE GHANA Revenue Authority (GRA)
yesterday begun the implementation of
the Emissions Levy Act, 2023 (Act 1112),
Which mandates owners of carbon diox-
ide equivalent emissions on internal
combustion engine vehicles to pay a levy.

Thus, vehicle owners are required to
pay varied amounts based on the type of
motor and its engine capacity,  ~ -

Motorcycles and tricycles are required
to pay GH¢75 per annum, while motor
vehicles, buses, and coaches up to 3000
cubic centimetres are required to pay
GH¢150 per annum.

Motor vehicles, buses, and coaches
above 3000 cubic centimetres, cargo trucks,
and articulated trucks are required to pay
GH¢300 per annum. SR

The Emissions Levy is in line with the
government'’s effort to tackle greenhouse
ﬁis emissions by promoting the use of eco-

iendly technology and green energy.

GPRTU Reacts

Meanwhile, the leadership of the
Ghana Private Road Transport Union
(GPRTU) reacting to the levy implementa-
tion said it would soon make public new
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Abbas Imoro, in an interview ycsierea
noted, “We have alerted the yvhoic nation
that it is wrong to pay two different (fces)
on one item., Itgthc authoritics have failed
to heed the awareness we have creat?d. So
be it. It is so fortunate that we haven’t
finally come up with our upward adjust-

er decision we arrive at a:;(d sl;?re i_tc*lwrlth
assengers that we take,” he said.
the Ipndustrgial relations officer for GPRTU,
Abass Imoro on Citi FM alleged that the
relevant stakeholders including the Trans-
port and Finance Ministers ignored the
concerns of members and went ahead to
implement the levy without responding to
their petition. )

“We were not part of the discussions
before they came out with it (the levy). We
spotted it in the budget and we raised
issues with it, our suggestions were not
taken and we petitioned Parliament and
we have not had any response yet.

“We had a meeting with the Transport
and Finance Ministers and said that there
was something wrong with the levy that -

we fett wasnotproperang ¢
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mental Governance (ICEG) h
expressed concerns ove
the government’s lack
invest revenue that w
the Emission Levy.

ICEG has therefore suggested 1, the
government to set up an Emission f
ensure a proper accountabilit
that ensures judicious alloca
generated.

In a statement issued by ICEG ang
signed by Kwesi Yamoah Abaidoo, P,
Lead, Climate Finance and Energy Trap.
tion, it advised the government to ensur
that proceeds accrued from the Emissigp
Levy are not deposited into the Consglj.
dated Fund.

“Despite the progressive nature of the
Levy, ICEG is concerned about the appar-
enn'ack of commitment by the Govern-
ment beyond the imposition of the Lewy ta
investing the expected revenue on financ
ing green infrastructure.”

“Proceeds accrued should not be
deposited into the Consolidated Fund. The
government should consider setting up
Emission Fund to ensure a proper accoun-
ability mechanism that ensures judicious
allocation of funds generated.”

ICEG also called on the government to
slowly implement the Levy and put up %
necessary institutional infrastructure for
effective implementation and use of rev-
enue.

ICEG acknowledged the economic
impact on motor vehicle owners, calling on
the government to intensif public aware:
ness to inform citizens of the environmen-
tal benefits of reducing emissions.

“The government should consider
intensifying public awareness to inform
citizens of ﬁw environmental benefits of

reducing emissions,” ICEG said in its stat¢
ment.
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