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GIFEC Makes Digitisation Strides

BY A.R. Gomda
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THE GHANA Investment
Fund for Electronic Com-
munications (GIFEC) has

made substantial inroads in—

meeting its mandates, one
being ensuring rural teleph-
ony in the country.

With the construction of
1,010 sites across the coun-
try, the previous trend of
people climbing trees to
ensure they receive signals
loud and clear has become a
thing of the past by and

large.

During an cngagement
with editors recently, the
CEO of GIFEC, Prince
Ofosu Sefah, said that 569
sites on Air, Project Accept-
ance Test (PAT) for 1,000
sites and Core Network
(Accra & Kumasi) were
about 75% complete and
rectification of identified
snags ongoing, so much
progress has been made in
the realisation of the coun-
try’s digitisation dream.

Additionally, he said
that 1,250 sites have been

acquired, with 250 addition-

al sites being acquired, a
total of 1,510 sites arc in the
ipeline.
g FN:To address backhauling
issues, he told his guests
that“several cfforts have
been undertaken, including
satellite technology, exten-
sive rescarch on TV white-
space technology.”
Negotiations with Tow-
erCos, he went on, have
been completed and con-
tract ready for execution, as

have negotiation on Inter- -

connection Rates complet-

ed.

90 Cyberlabs for
schools, especially in rela-
tion to the Girls in ICT Pro-
gramme, in select regions
with computers and acces-
sories, including printers
and projectors, is another
feat chalked by GIFEC, the
CEO pointed out, adding
that “E-assessment in over
120 schools in sclect regions
have been conducted.”

With 183 Cyberlab
maintenance under the
School Connectivity Project
conducted and 1,500 com-

I'm The Masked Man - Cheddar

BY Vincent Kubi

NANA KWAME Bediako,
nicknamed Cheddar, also
known as Freedom Jacob
Caesar, an entrepreneur
and real estate developer,
has stated that he is the
driving force behind the
political movement called
the New Force.

Speaking to the media
in Accra on January 7, 2024,
Cheddar indicated that he
had been forced to unveil
his identity as the man in
the mask on billboards
placed at vantage points
across the country.

The 43-year-old man,
who was flanked by Peter

i of Nigeria, PLO -
Lumumba of Kenya, and
Zimbabwe's Dr. Arikana
Chihombeori-Guao, asserted
that he was “nothing to be
scared of.”

“I came to you as your
salvation. [ don’t invest in
myself alone. [ am invest-
ing in you,” Cheddar stat-
ed.

He had brought the
three Pan-Africanists to

DR. ARIKANA

Ghana to speak at a public
lecture called, “The Con-
vention" organised by the
New Africa Foundation.

The event, which was
supposed to take place at
Black Star Square in Accra,
was canceled at the last
minutc owing to an unex-
pected national assign-
ment.

Cheddar stated that he
intended for his absence to
be noticed by Ghanaians,
prompting a hunt for him
before he revealed himself.

Cheddar has gained a
reputation as a successful
entrepreneur and real
estate developer in Ghana.
While the cancellation of
his programme disappoint-
ed some who had planned
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. The convention speakers

to attend, it was stated that
the decision was made in
the nation’s intcrest.

Accusations have been
flying since the Diaspora
Affairs Directorate at the
Office of the President pro-
hibited the New Africa
Foundation from holding
its Pan-African event.

The organisers said that
despite gaining approval in
November 2023, the gov-
emment forced them to
abandon the programme at
the last minute.

To clarify the situation,
H.M. Wood, Chief Director
at the Office of the Presi-
dent, wrote to Dr. Nadia
Adongo Fynn, Deputy
Dircctor of the Diaspora
Affairs Directorate at the
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Office of the President,
explaining the reasons for
thie cancellation.

According to Wood, the
decision was made in
response to an unplanned
state event booked at the
same location.

In the statement, the
Chief Director states, “We
write to revoke immediate-
ly the permission granted
per our letter, No.
OP/PH/02 dated Novem-
ber 11, 2023, which
approved your request to
use the Black Star Square
for the above event.”

“This decision has been
necessitated by an unfore-
seen state event scheduled
to take place at the venue,”
itadded.

puters in multiple regions,
including Greater Accra,
Eastern, Ashanti, Volta, Oti,
Central, Western, Ahafo,
Bono, Bono East, and
Northeast regions provided,
a major achievemcht has
been made in making this
modern tcchnololgiy in the
remotest part of the country.

Digital Transformation
Centres are in place and giv-
ing birth to training for
17,000 individuals since
2021, including 7,185 in
2023, he narrated.

Continuing, he said that
the project was expanded
last year to benefit 20,000
individuals, with 3,000 left
to be trained this year.

Thirty Coding Clubs
have been established with
1,216 club members and a
total of 209 trainers trained,
he added.

The training of trainers
under the Introduction to
Computer Basics for the
Visually Impaired (ICBVI)
component is another spec-
tacular feat of GIFEC, espe-
cially as 70% of the DTC
trainees are female.

So far, a total of 300
teachers from the Savannah,
Northern and Eastern
regions have received com-
prehensive training in basic
computer skills, cyber secu-
rity, game development
using Scratch, and website
creation using Mobirise and
Hypertext Markup Lan-
guage (HTML), with 3,000
girls from various districts
within their respective
regions benefiting,

GIFEC has a wonderful
outlook for this year, with
especially the Acceptance
Testing of 1,000 Rural Sites
and the Core Network Sys-
tem, under the Ghana Rural
Telephony (GRT&DIP),
which begyn in 2022, and is
currently about 75% com-
plete.

. The Conduct Accept-

ance Testing of an addition.
al 500 sites built under the

GRT&DIP is a major stride

planned for this year.

Also planned is the
complete construction and
activation of all 2,016 sites
countrywide.

Under the capacity
building project, 5,000 more
persons (trainers and citi-
zens/ trainees) besides the
Girls in ICT Programme) is
planned.

GIFEC is an agency
under the Ministry of Com-
munications and Digitalisa-
tion with a core mandate to
effectively, efficiently and
innovatively facilitate Uni-
versal Access to ICTs for
Socio-Economic Develop-
ment, focusing on unserved
and underserved communi-
ties.

Since its inception,
GIFEC has implemented
several innovative pro-
grammes toward advancing
its core mandate and to
build a common future to
ensure a highly advanced
connected digital society,
supported by robust ICT
infrastructure, for accelerat-
cd national development.

Accordingly, GIFEC is
implementing various pro-
grammes and projects espe-
cially in the area of Rural
Connectivity Programme.

Under this, GIFEC secks
to extend the coverage of
mobile telephone services as
far as possible into all arcas
of the country where access
to such services are not ade-
quately available, and
where existing licensed
operators have proven
unwilling or unable to
expand their networks, due
to commercial or other tech-

nological constraints.

The programme also
ensures the provision of
Internet Points of Presence
in underserved and
unserved communities.
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