VP Bawumia launches digital system for
school licensing and inspection management

r [1he Vice President, Dr. Ma-
hamudu Bawumia, has, on
Wednesday March 13, 2024,

launched a digital system for the li-

censing and inspection of schools by

the National Schools Inspectorate Au-
thority (NaSIA).

Named the School Licensing and In-
spection Management System (SLIMS),
the digital system has two modules; one
for licensing and another for inspection,
and the-portal is accessible aff-line na--
tionwide, to-schoo) proprietors and
schools to make requests to the NaSIA for
licensing and inspection, as well as make
payments on the Ghana.Gov platform
from the comfort of their homes.

Launching it, Dr. Bawumia said the
digital system addresses several chal-
lenges in the old system, as it has, he
noted, moved the licensing, monitoring
and inspection of schools from the-labori-
ous analogue system of documentation, to

a more friendly, efficient and transparent

online system." :
"The Authority identified several
challenges associated with the issuance of
licenses to private schools. Key among
them being Inspectors had to go to the
school and complete a number of paper
forms. Data entry, analysis and process-

ing of the data took weeks, collection of
cash associated with services, an average
of four months turnaround time for the is-
suance of licenses, and challenges in the
delivery of licenses to schools," Dr.

'~ Bawumia said.

“The Authority was determined to re-
solve these challenges, and thus, em-
barked on a much-needed digitalization
initiative,in. 2019, resulting in the devel-
opment of the School Licensing and In-
spection Management System (SLIMS)."

"The SLIMS has streamlined inspec-
tion and licensing processes facilitating
customized interventions and support to
all schools." ;

Dr. Bawumia, who is also the Flag-
bearer of the governing NPP, said the
launch of SLIMS, underlines the NPP
Government's strong commitment to the
digitalisation of public services to ensure
ease and comfort, as well as engance
transparency and accountability.

"Our government understands and ap-
preciates the role digitalization is playing
to support us in better policy design, and
improved public sector accountability, by
strengthening how we collect and analyze
data, as well as how eftectively we de-
liver public services and raise revenues,"
he said.

"This (SLIMS) has further d.eepened
our resolve to ensure that our attempts to
reform education are based on the princi-
ples of transparency and accaumablluy,
which the SLIMS embodies.”

The Inspector General of Schoo}s Dr.
Haggar Ampadu, commended the govern-
ment, and Vice President Bawumia in
particular, for his commitment to Ghana's
digitalisation.

She said the operationaljsation of -
SLIMS. from last year, is making signsfi-
cant impact in ensuring efficientand
transparent delivery of service to stake-
holders.

She said her outfit has now mgmﬁ-
cantly reduced the time for processlrg of
licenses from 4 months to three wceks.
thanks to the digital system. ;

With the advent of SLIMS, Propn-
etors can sit in the comfort of thed¥ of:
fices, log in to their school’s portal, :
request for inspection, apply for,a license,
and make payment through Ghana. .

Upon the approval of the application
by the Authority, the SLIMS issues the
Proprietor a temporary License and upon
inspection, the school is issited a ha:d-
copy license from the SLIMS wnthan'a
week. .l
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