By Timothy Ngnenbe

HE recent District Level
Elections (DLEs) have once
again brought to the fore
the worrying issue of
dwindling participation of
voters in the local elections

and low representation of women in local
governance in the country.

The DLEs, which was held on
December 19, last year, revealed that 95.9
per cent of the 6,243 persons elected as
assembly members were males, while
females constituted 4.1 per cent.

The percentage of

Representation of
women low — EC

Daily Graphicby the Electoral
Commission (EC) showed that the 5,984
males who won the assembly member
elections constituted 35.4 per cent of the
male candidates, given that 16,925 of
them contested the polls.

Comparatively, the 259 women who
won the elections formed 25 per cent of
the total female applicants which stood
at 1,049.The figures also showed that 73
persons with disability (PWDs),
comprising 55 males and 18 females, won
the elections. :
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committee members.

Predictably, the 2023 DLES recorded yet
another low turn-out of 35 per cent, two
percentage points down from the 37 per
cent in the previous election (2019).

The EC statistics revealed that many
of the peri-urban regions recorded turn-
out rates above 50 per cent while the
urban regions recorded low voter
participation.

According to the statistics, the North
East Region had the highest voter turn-
out of 55.2 per cent while the Northern,
Oti, Upper East,and Upper West regions

followed with 52.1 per cent, 51.1 per cent

| (Oti and Upper East) and 50.8 per cent

respectively.
The Savannah, Ahafo and Western

North regions recorded 48.2 per cent, 45
| per cent and 44.6 per cent respectively
| while the Bono and Eastern regions had
| 40.1 per cent and 38.6 per cent each.
| Also, the Volta, Central and Bono
| regions had 37.2 per cent, 36.7 per cent
|

Local government s the foundatlor; ?lf
democracy, if it fails, democracy will fail.

- Robert w. Flack

and 36.1 per cent mrq—out,mtl‘;tl':' et

Western Region settling for 33.7 p e
The Greater Accra and Ashanfn T g:r

recorded the lowest turn-outs 0 llB P

cent and 33.4 per cent respectively-

Expert views

Meanwhile, some experts have
described the low participation of women
in politics, particularly at the local level,
as worrying and anci-devel9pmental.

The Director of the Institute of Local
Government Studies, Professor Nic.hola§
Awortwi, Tecently told the Daily Graphic
that although women constituted more
than 50 per cent of the country’s
population, they were underrepresented
in terms of leadership at all levels.

Prof. Awortwi added that the lack of
incentives for assembly members was
largely the cause of the low patronage of
the DLEs.

He observed that until the country
introduced incentives for assembly
members, local government elections
would not attract the needed attention

| and participation of the people,including
| females.
For instance, he said that compared
| with the national level, Members of
| Parliament got incentives such as car
loans and salaries,and were given
| development money otherwise known as
| the Common Fund to execute projects at
| the local level but assembly members did
| notgetany form of support.
A Social Development and Gender
Specialist/ Consultant, Dr Miriam
| Rahinatu 1ddrisu, also described
| worrying statistics indicating a decline in
| women's participation in politics in the
| country.
| Drlddrisu said the low representation
| of women in DLEs was largely because of
! financial barriers, outmoded traditional
| and religious definition of a leader being
| amale,as well as the messy nature of
i politics in the country.
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